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SALUTE
TO
BUTTE
THIS issue of COPPER COMMANDO
is dedicated to the copper workers of
Butte, who were signally honored by the
Copper Division of the War Production
Board at ceremonies at Columbia Gardens
on September 17.
Several weeks ago Mr. H. O. King,
chief of the Copper Division, became interested in some means whereby the contribution of the copper worker could be
recognized.
It was apparent to his Division that many loyal workers throughout
the copper industry were doing their great
share every day without getting a proper
share of the credit.
The Division accordingly worked out, in co-operation with
the Victory Labor-Management
Production Committee
at Butte. a plan for
awarding citations to workers who had
remained steadily and conscientiously on
the job.
Roughly 4.000 copper workers were
eligible for these awards, and at ceremonies at Columbia Gardens on September 17, representatives
from the various
mines and crafts received token awards
from Lieutenant
Colonel Herbert
G.
Moulton.
These awards are small plastic-contained
cards which declare the
bearer to be an essential worker.
The
cards are signed by Mr. King and Mr.
D. M. Kelly of the Anaconda Copper Mining Company.
On the reverse side of the
card is a description of the bearer. Cards
are to be re-issued. according to present
plans. every six months.
The sub-committee
of the Victory
Labor-Management
Productio~ Committee which worked out this program was
originally composed of James Cusick, labor representative
on the Committee
from the Machinists. and E. I. Renouard,
[r., of the Anaconda Company, representing management. Later on, the Committee was enlarged to include William
Petrovich of the Butte Miners' Union and
H. J. Rahilly of management.
When the
program got well under way, many other
_ representatives
of both labor and management were named to committees to
assist in making the ceremonies
and
show a success.
In the following pages, your official
Labor-Management
newspaper takes you
on a picture trip covering the ceremonies
and show.
Your editors dedicate this
issue to the copper workers of Butte who
have done and are doing such a fine job
in producing the vital materials of war.

--PARADE
T HE ceremonies

at the Gardens were
preceded by a par ad e through the
streets of Butte. With the co-operation
of the Musicians' Union, which has consistently co-operated with war programs
in this community, the parade included
the Drill Team of the Butte Miners' Union
ladies'
Auxiliary. the Miners'
Union
Drum and Bugle Corps, a squad of soldiers and a color guard from the Marines •
. Bringing up the rear was the float "U. S.:
S. Helena, to which was in the city mak ..
ing appearances in connection with the
Third War Bond Drive.
The entire
show-parade,
ceremonies, dance and entertainment
at the
Cardens-s-was labeled "Salute to Butte.
This catchy slogan was used throughout
the affair. Great credit goes to Bart Riley,
Butte police chief, and his aides for:
streamlining the parade and the "Copper
Cavalcade" which started from the Butte
Miners' Union and finished up at Columbia Gardens. Civic officials, in co-operation with both labor and management.
pitched in to make the affair a success,
The newspapers gave the event consider ..
able publicity and the affair was well pub ..
licized through the fine co-operation of.
Station KGIR.
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THE float "U. S. S. Helena" attracted
great interest in the parade.
Our photographer got a shot of the craft across
the street from the Miners' Union. Seated
beside the driver is Marian Fall, daughter
of Paul Fall, the secretary-treasurer
of the
Butte Miners' Union.' In the picture below, we see' Tony Petroni leading the
Butte Miners' Union Drum and Bugle
Corps down Main Street with the "U. S.

.4.

S. Helena" in the background.
Butte was already bedecked with
flags because of the fact that the convention of the International Union of Mine,
Mill and Smelter Workers was taking
place the same week.
It was estimated
that at least two hundred delegates to the
convention
joined the "Copper Cavalcade" which carried guests to the Gardens
in the evening. Delegates to the conven-

tion were high in their praise of Butte
hospitality
and
seemed
particularly
pleased at the opportunity to join in the
"Copper Cavalcade" and to see many of
the sights of Butte in the evening.
Unfortunately, it was not possible to
get a picture of the "Copper Cavalcade"
because of the growing darkness.
The
procession, gathering
in front of the
Miners' Union, quickly filled up.
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crowd assembled
early at the
Gardens-there
were probably four hundred people in the hall at least a haff
hour before the show got under way .. In
the succeeding pages you may see views
of the ceremonies and the show.
Your editors, interested
in knowing
how the visitors at the Gardens regarded
the ceremonies,
solicited several views
from private individuals; we thought we
.might include them here in the belief that
those who attended and even who did not
might like to know what the opinions
were.
From a raiseman: .. I think it is a fine
thing that the Copper Division is giving.
these awards to the miners and craftsmen.
I have been working in the mines
for nearly twenty years and of course the
ore looks just the same now as it did then.
That's not the case with the fellow who
makes shells or tanks because he can see
clearly that his products are used in the
war. It makes us feel good that the Copper Division wants to recognize the job
we are doing and I think it brings us all
closer to the war."
From an engineer: "fsaw the fellows
on the stand tonight who have been working in the mines for many years and I
think it is a wonderful thing that the -gov-

ernment makes a special award for them.
Speaking for myself, I have been in this
work for a long time and' never saw ceremonies so impressive before in my life."
From a craftsman: "I was one of the
men who received a token award in behalf of my union membership and later on
the eligible men in my union will receive
the same certificate.
It gave me a real
thrill to stand up there and have Major
Tierney call out my name and say a few
things about me and it gave me an even
bigger thri II when Colonel Moulton handed me my award and sort of gave me a pat
on the back.
It wasn't a tribute to me
personally, but it was a tribute to my particular union and I was proud to accept it
in their behalf.
Our union wants to get
this war over with in a hurry and we are
co-operating with Management
through
our Victory Labor-Management
Production Committee in every way we possibly
can.

lows to come to the Gardens to your show
and I want to tell you I think it was wonderful.
You are the fellows who are getting out the ore that we use to get out the
shells. J wish all of you could come back
to our plant in Connecticut and see where
this copper goes that you fellows are mining. I think a great deal of credit should
go to your Labor-Management
Committee
. here. You fellows seem to be-all
of you
-honest
and sincere about trying to get
this job over' with and I think when the
war is won your Labor-Management
Committee can take a lot of credit.for having
gotten both sides to pull together like a
real team."

I
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From a Convention delegate: "I happen to be in Butte for the convention of
the Intetnational Union of Mine. Mill and
Smelter Workers as a delegate from Connecticut.
This was my first trip to Butte
and while I was here I went down in the
mines.
Your Labor-Management
Committee invited me and all the other fel- .

From a smelter-man: .. I came over
from Anaconda to see the Butte boys get
this recognition.
A lot of us made the
trip, along with some of the fellows from
Great Falls, and we were pleased to see
the miners and the engineers and the
craftsmen get these awards which they
have certainly earned.
We've had our
Army-Navy HE" Award and now the government pats Butte on the back.
Nice
going', and a cheer for your Labor-Management Committee here, which. is certainly on its toes doing everything it can
, to help win the war and get the boys
back home again."

,
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AT a little

before eight o'clock on the
evening of September
17, cars began
to assemble in a long line in front of "he
Butte Miners' Union. These automobiles,
provided by labor and management and
other good citizens of the community,
made up a procession ~own as "Copper
Cavalcade."
__This procession made an
hour's tour by way of several of the mines
and plants to Columbia Gardens, giving
many of the delegates to the International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers' convention and others an opportunity
to see Butte at night.
At Columbia Gardens an estimated
crowd of more than three thousand people
gathered to pay tribute to the workers of
Butte.
The ceremonies took place at
10:30. On the platform were representatives of labor and management, the twenty-seven men who received awards, Mayor
Barry O'Leary of Butte, Mr. Lemmon of
the Anaconda Reduction Works and Mr.
Kennard of the Great Falls Refinery, Reid
Robinson and James Leary of the International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter
Workers, officers of the local unions and
others.
The impressive ceremonies were presided over by Major M. J. Tierney of the
Ninth Service Command, 'Fort Douglas,
Utah.
Major Tierney, well known in
Butte because of his frequent appearances
here at government
functions, handled
the meeting superbly.
In the absence of
Mr. D. M. Kelly of the Anaconda Copper
Mining Company, who was to have appeared for management
but was called
away, Mr. J. J. (Jim) Carrigan, manager
of mines, expressed the thanks of the
company and the appreciation of the community to the copper workers. Following
Mr. Carrigan's speech, Charlie Black of
the Butte Miners' Union (he is the labor
chai rman of the Victory Labor-Management Production Committee in the same
way that Mr. Kelly is the Management
chairman) addressed a few remarks to the
audience.
He voiced the sentiments of
members of organized labor regarding the
Labor-Management
movement,
indicating that he felt all of us had come a long
way along the right road toward harmony
and understanding.
Major Tierney then introduced several of the guests, among them Allan M<:.,; Carthy, a member of the Stationary Engineers, who sang' his own composition,
"America, Think of Me," at the conclusion of the introduction of visitors.
Lester A. Hill of the Wage and Hour
division of the United States Department
of Labor was the next speaker.
He pointed out the gains made by both labor and
management
under the Labor-Management Committee structure and expressed
the hope that this growing harmony
would continue.
Tom J. Davis, well-known Butte attorney, voiced the sentiments
of many
residents of Butte in applauding the progress made by the Victory Labor-Manage-.
ment Production Committee.
Mr. Davis
noted that he, as a Butte resident, had
I

I
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watched wid; Intense 'interest the growing feeling of co-operation
which has
stemmed from the establ ishment of the
committee.
At. this point, Major Tierney presented to the audience lieutenant
Colonel Herbert G. Moulton.
Colonel Moulton appeared at the meeting as the personal representative of Mr. H. O. King of
the Copper Division, and had made the
trip from Washington expressly to deliver
the awards. As Major Tierney introduced
each man, giving some highlights of the
man's career, Colonel Moulton presented
the certificate and made a few friendly
and appropriate remarks.
The citations were given to both
miners and craftsmen and were awarded
in the following order: Robert E. Harrington and George Dinius from the Mountain Con; Charles and Russell Cunliffe, a
father-and-son team, from the Anselmo;
Oscar N. Plazek and Harold F. Haney
from • the Steward; Archie Coutts and
Michael Sheehan from the Emma mine;
Richard Goninan from the St. Lawrence;
William Gurski and Ray Sutton from the
Badger; J. H. Joyce from the carpenters;
Matt Martinson from the iron-workers;
James McGrath from the pipefitters;
James McDermott from the boilerrnakers ;
Tom McKiernan from the machinists;
John Gilbert from the engineers; Irving
Nankervis,
Sr., from the electricians;
William Fordmier
from the painters;
Clyde Davis from the blacksmiths; Lloyd
Koehler and Hiram Pitts from the Belmont; Otho Graham and Caleb Batten
from the Tramway, and William Carriger
and Provo Marchi from the Leonard.
A high spot in the evening was
achieved when, as the closing feature of
the ceremonies,
Colonel Moulton pre•
sen ted the award of the Purple Heart to
, a Butte miner-Private Harvey D. Howard.
Private Howard, now working at the Belmont Mine, lost three fingers from the
fragments of a hand-grenade in the bitter
fighting at Cuadalcanal.
He was given
the award in recognition of the fact that
he was wounded in action against the
enemy.
\

\

/

The audience at the conclusion of
the ceremonies sang "God Bless America," and the ceremonies then gave way
to dancing and contests which had been
interrupted in the middle of the evening
for the ceremonies.

e
,

In many respects, these ceremonies
constituted
an experiment or test case,
for Butte was the first city in the country
to be so honored.
Following the ceremonies, a full and detailed report of the
• event was prepared for the Copper Division and sent back to Washington.
Sentiments expressed after the ceremonies
indicated that it was one of the most impressive occasions ever seen in Buttewhile there was plenty of informality and
everyone enjoyed h)mself. still there was
great dignity and simplicity in the awarding of the citations themselves.
OCTOBER 1,1943
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COPPER COMMANDO is the official newspaper of the
Victory Labor-Management Production Committees of
the Anaconda Copper l.\fining Company and its Union
Representatives at Butte, Anaconda, Great Falls and
East Helena., Jl.lontana. It is issued every two weeks . . •
COPPER COMMANDO is headed by a joint committ.ee
from Labor and Mana,gementj its policies are shaped by
both sides and are dictated by neither • • • COPPER
COMMANDO "'1\$ est.a.blishedat the recommendation of
the War Department with the concurrence of the War.
Production Board. Its editors are Bob Newcomb and
Marg Sammons; its safety editor is John L. Boardman;
its staff pbotographer is Les Bishop . • • Its Editorial
Board consists 01: Denis l.\fcarthy, CIOj John F. Bird.
AFL; Ed..Renouard, ACM, from Butte; Dan Byrne, CIO;
Joe Marick, AFL; C. A. Lemmon, ACM, Lrom Anaconda;
.Jack Clark, CIO; Herb Donaldson, AFL, and E. S. Bartlwell, ACM, trom Great Falls ..• COPPER COMMANDO
is mailed to the home of every employe of ACM in the
tour locations-if you are not receiving your copy advise
COPPER COMMANDOat 112Hamilton Street, Butte, or,
better still. drop in and tell us. This is Volume 2, No.3.
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THIS
issue of COPPER COMMA~DO,
'the official newspaper
of the Victory
Labor-Management
Production Committees at Butte, Anaconda, Creat Falls and
East Helena. is devoted to the Awards
Ceremonies held in Butte on September
17. Your editors regret that news and
pictures of the other three locations had
to be omitted from this issue, but promise
our good friends in Anaconda, Creat Falls
and East Helena that we will make up for
it later on.
•
The ceremonies and show held at
Columbia Cardens in Butte represented a
great tribute not only to the copper workers of that' community, but it represented
a tribute to an active and energetic LaborManagement Committee.
But the great
glory and the highest honors go to the
men themselves, and that is as it should
be. These men, young and old alike, who
marched to the front of the platform to
receive their token citations, r:epresented
a cress-section of copper workers, devoted
to their jobs and conscious of how important these jobs are. A general distribution of similar awards to approximately
4,000 eligible workers was made later.
The Copper Division of the War Production Board has expressed its pride in
these men.
In the words of Mr. H. O.
King, the Division's director, "We cannot
hope to express our full gratitude to the
workers 01 your copper community, who
have stayed on the job and who are producing the essential metals that will help
us wipe the Axis nations from the map."
One impression so many gathered at
the ceremonies
was that the copper
worker, after all, plays a real part in this
war. The average worker is inclined to
regard his contribution
as of no great
consequence because he doesn't see the
shells and the ships and the guns which
are made up of the copper he produces:
He should now know that that isn't the
case at al~
I
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PURPLE HEART
A Great

Honor Is Bestowed

Upon A Butte

Miner

•

ONE of

the real heroes at-the Awards
Ceremonies was Private Harvey D. Howard, who is shown in the picture above.
Private Howard received from lieutenant Colonel Moulton his Award of the
Purple Heart. This beautiful
medal is
given in recognition of the fact that Howard was wounded in combat with the
enemy.
This former soldier, now carrying on
in the production front at the Belmont
Mine, lost three fingers in. the fierce fighting at Guadalcanal when fragments of a
hand-grenade
struck him.
He tells no
glamorous story of how it happened-he
does not let his Iisteners think for a moment that he did anything more than any
of the other fighting men.
"I was just taking off through the
brush," he says modestly, "when the
grenade got me. The fighting, of course,
was terrific and they got a lot of us. Of
course, we .got a lot of them, too." Howard is a Montanan-he
hails from Sidney.
He was in the National Guard and went
into military service in September, 1940,
and was assigned to Fort Lewis. In December of 1941 he was shipped to Honolulu. He iust missed the attack at Pearl
Harbor.
About a month later he was
shipped to Guadalcanal.
While Howard
has little to say about his own triumphs,
he has a soldier's view of the war and how
soon it will be won.
He doesn't have
much faith in the prophets who are saying that the fracas will be over by Christmas.
"A lot of folks I talk to around here

think this war is in the bag," Howard
says.
."I think we're in for a longer;
tougher fight than any of us has any idea.
As soon as Italy had surrendered,
I heard
a lot of talk about this is the beginning
of the end and all we need to do now is
tidy up the battlefields and come on home
with Hitler's scalp: But believe me, the
boys at the fighting spots don't think anything of the sort, The fellows who have'
been in there for months doing the fighting in the face of the enemy's fire know
darned well that every inch of ground that
they gain costs blood and sweat and tears.
Another thing-we'
seem to forget that
Japan has to be licked, too. Some of the
armchair theorists are telling us that all
we need to do is bomb Tokyo a couple of
times and that will be the end of it. They
seem to forget that Japan has a beautiful
strangle-hold on half the Pacific and they
aren't going to give it up wirhout a struggle. This talk about cutting Japan's supply lines and starving them out in the
islands sounds very pretty, but it is going
to be some job to do.' So far we've gone
after Japan island by Island and, as Gen-'
eral MacArthur has implied, if we don't
cut out this bush-league way of fightir'lg
the enemy, we'll never get this war won.
General MacArthur wants supplies to do •
an all-out job; he wants to get it over with
just as fast as he can, but he can't do it
with the trickle of supplies he's getting.
"That's why, if I can't fight with a
gun in my hand, I'll fight to get out the
copp~r the boys need.
Certainly it's the
least I can do:'
SALUTE TO BUTTE
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Shots at the ..Gardens
OUR

photographer
got two' close-up
shots of two of our distinguished speakers-that
is Tom Davis at the upper left
and Lester A. Hill of the Department of
Labor at the right.
While there was considerable popular dancing-the
music was extended an
hour to 1 o'clock because nobody wanted,
to go home at midnight when the hour
for closing had arrived-there
were four
contests scheduled with awards of War'
Stamps to the winners.
Over at the left
you can see some of the folks in the final
breakdown of the square dance with an
interested crowd looking on. And in the
picture below the waltz contest judges
are about to render their decision.
The
judge at the left is Frank Birmingham of
the Teamsters' Union; next to him is John
Mickelson of the Butte Miners' Union
and then J. J. Carrigan of the Anaconda
Company, and Hubie Benjamin of the
Ironworkers.
Standing at the right is W.
J. (Bi II) McMahon of the Anaconda Company, who functioned as master of ceremonies at the entertainment
and did a
masterful job in keeping the show moving
swiftly and pleasantly.
The square dancing contest brought
out a large and enthusiastic
group of
dancers.
The calling was done by Stanley Babcock, president of the Butte Miners' Union. Stan got the microphone in
his fist and called out the dances with the
snap and expertness of a professional.
In addition to the square dancing
contest, a jitterbug contest was held.
Scheduled also to be one of the events was
a husband-calling contest to determine
which housewife most effectively routed
out her husband in the morning so that
he would not miss a shift. This event,
however, was waived in favor of more of
the popular dancing. The music was provided by Frank Muster and his orchestra
and they did a very swell job .

• 10.
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attracted a lot of attention. There were many contestants
in
both -the square dancing contest and
waltz contest, and while the jitterbug
contest attracted only a few couples it
was a lively business to watch.
Over there at the right you can see a
portion of the crowd watching the Drill
Team of the Butte Miners' Union Ladies'
Auxiliary ar'id in the picture below the
final breakdown is held in the waltz contest.
That's a general crowd scene in the
picture at the bottom at the left-see
how
many people you can recognize. Our photographer took a crowd shot from the
speakers' platform as the folks watched
the waltz contests-that's
Reid Robinson,
oresident of the International Union of
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, right in
the center of the picture, with Mrs. Robinson next to him. Delegates to the convention who attended the ceremonies and
show at the Gardens all expressed themselves as having had a swell time.
There were several amusing incidents took place. One soldier boy who
happened to come out was standing forlornly by the wall when a committee
member found him. He asked him if he
wanted a girl to dance with and the soldier said he did. so the committeeman
introduced him to one of the craft's representatives who had a daughter there.
The soldier turned out to be such a good
dancer that within a half hour he had
dancing partners lined up for the rest of
the evening. and a little before the show
closed he forced his way out of the crowd
for a little rest.
One visitor from Anaconda found a
flat 1ire on his car in the parking lot-he
called for help and immediately about
twenty men rushed over and changed the
tire for him in less time than it takes to
report it.
The verdict was: A swell show.
Butte paid a fine tribute to its fellow
workers in the copper industry.
The
people of Butte share with our copper
workers the pride and pleasure they must
feel in having the government recognize
their efforts so handsomely.
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Thanks!! Mr. King
~ES, thanks, Mr. King, for honoring the copper.
workers of our comunity. We feel deeply grateful
that this great honor should come first to the cop-'
per workers of Butte. Through our Victory LaborManag.ement Production
Committee' here, the
unions and management are combini'ng their best
efforts to g.et thiswar won. The miner and the engi_neer.and the craftsma n who has stayed on the
[ob, giving his country hi s best, is entitled, we feel,
to the high .praise you have g iv en him. We will
continue trying to do a real job here, So, for the
copper workers of Butte, which your Division has
honored, may we say "Thenks again!"

H. O. KING

, .

VICTORY LABOR-MA.NAGEMENT
PRODUCTION COMMITTEE
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